4

4 THE SUN AND NEW YORK HERALD, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1920,

'

T T
NI DI NI NIAN AN DA NNIAN

LA, S AT

~

TAME OSTRICHES READY £3r PLUCKING ON A
FLORIDA FARM ..
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Growth of the Enterprise in America Marks
One of the Most Remarkable Phases
of Plume Raising Industry

ASHIONABLE  Patis
F treated to n new sensation
Mlle, Mistingnet, stage beauty and
plencer of original and startling moden, ap-
peared at the Casine Theatre wearing a
wonderful befeathered gown, Bhe also wore
n towering ostrich feathered toque and car.
matah,

recently  was

when

ried a gorgeous feathersd fan to

Paris pronounced the befeathered costume
very chio, and what the gay French capital
liken In the way of fashion for milndy
wanally sooner or Iater becomes the world's

vogue, Ho the women of France are now

Nncn) year of 1920 the valus of the ostrich
fiathars Imported was §8,000,000, agalnst a
Attle more than $600,000 in 19017 and $760,000
In 1818, With this advance In demand and
price the valus of the 10,000 ostriches In the
ilted Btatas has correspondingly increassd
nnd now runs up into milllons of dollars,
Africa and Bouthern Asla were apparently
the original home of the BWrd, but he Ia
now found wild in only the Uttle frequonted
soctionn of Central Afrloa. The sase with
which he could be domesticated, however, Jed
to the eatabllshment of large ostrich farms
in Britlah, French and German Afrioa in
the second half of the ninsteenth century.

hedocking themaelves with ostrich ‘plimea Jand thelr successes spon led to simllar ex-

and the fashion Is rapldly spreading sl
over the world.

With the ostrich feather once more re-
stored to favor there already han been a
asclded boom for the American capital In-
vestad In one of the most unusual Indus.
irios, that of ostrioch farming. The oatrich
Industry within a space of a Nitle more than
Ealf n eontury has been extended from the
originu] home of the most gigantic of birds,
the wilds of Afrien, to other countries hav-
ing a aultable climate, But of additional
interest 1o Amerfoans s the fact that the
Unitod &tates within recent has
gradunlly become a rival In the Industry to
British, Prench and German Afriea,

Millions in Imported Feathers,

The imports of astrich feathors into this
country alone #ince 1000 have aggreguted
nearly 860,000,000 and were immediately
prior to the war running at about §6,000,000
per anoum.  In the closng years of the
whr the Imports dropped to about one-tenth
of that value, but in view of the most recent
decres of Dame Fashlon they are again
rapldly on the ascent. In fact, during the

perimenta in the United States and later In
Australin and Argentina,

The first offorts to domostionte these
Lirds, renowned for spesd an well as beauti-
ful plumes, was made In SBouth Africa about
1504, Tt Ald not prove suoveseful untdl thros
yoara later, but within the next twenty yeara
the Industry had grown to such proportions
that $40,000,000 had been invesiad In it, from
which the annual income excseded #5000,
000, From 164880 tame birde M South Af-
ries In 1891, the number rose until It renched
J6T070 in 1004, ,

Ouatrich Farms in America.

In 1882 the United SBtates detormined to
take n hand in the profitable game of ostrich
rulsing, and In that year New York oity
was excited over the arrival of twanty-two
specimens, which were Imported from Cape
Town., From Naew York city they were
shipped to California, and now the business
of ostrich farming Is succesafully carried on
not only In that State but (n Arisona,
Arkansas, North Carolina and Florida.

Bouth Afriean interoats at firet looked
nekance at the action of tha United States
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and sought to prevent it by prohibiting the
exportation of ostriches or thelr eggn. How-
ever, the original twenty-two hirds multiplied
80 rapidly that the cennus of 1010 showed
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Craze for Feathered Gowns Booms Ostrich
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B.361 ostrichen In the Unlted States, with a
valuntion of §1,000,000, 1In 1613 the number
wan ostimated at 8,000, and at the present
time probably has reached 10,000 or 12,000,
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since the Industry has been extended even
into other Btates than those already men-
toned, including Texans and Alabama,

The ostrich Industry wherever established
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i RAIN the lungs” is the specifio for

I singing and talking volce flls be-

Heved in by Tagliapletra, the vot-

evan grand opera artlst. This dean of bary-

tones lives in New York and enjoys every

opportunity he gots to talk on his favorite
subject,

‘A genial face appeared at the door of his
studio the other day wreathad In the smile
that has won him so many friends over the
world, and making his visitor weleome in his
resonant tones Tagllapletra said: “This s
the first and last time I will trouble you to
pronowhce the whole of my name. There
seemg to be no time for It In America, and
very early In my forty-five yeara resldence
in your wonderful country it wins reduced to
"Tag’ for those who know me, and Tag It has
roamalned."

With preconcelved ldeas of how a veteran
ought to appear this one ls disappointing to
a youthful degree. The powerful physlque,
easy movements, keen Intellnot and wonder-
ful voles unite in denial of the vears ace
credited to him, When he was asked svhat
was the secret of his robust health ho re-
plled: "“To the full cultivation of my lungs.

“In early youth a Venetlan dogtor In the
district of my birth prophesied 1 would leave
this world by the gate denominated "“Tuberu
culoals” The {dea not appealing to me, Iap-
plisd myself patiently to the talning of that
vital and greatly noglected division of human
machinery, |

Voeal Exercise Is Good for All.

“I never approved of the forcible physical
tralning In vogue with nthiletes; too often
seeing the muscles and biceps strengthen at
the expense of weakening the heart and
lungs, with eurly death or invalldism result-
ing, byt working steadily at the vocal ex-

ercises 1 orlginated for myself I developed” 1un

into a strong youth and a stronger manhood,
attending school, gradunting at the Venlee
Tochniealw, Inter at the University of Padua
as a naval architect, and, incldentally, at
this period of my life escaping down a rope
from the window of the college to join Gara-
baldl in 1886, and later being thres years In
the Itallan army.

“Through it all 1 never neglected my
nrescribed course of lung training, and 1f
tvary one would follow my good example
they would Insurs the healthy development
of the bedy, together with the spenking and
singing volos, as Nature Intended, which
condition nine times out of ten s meorely
thwarted by pure nogleot,”

Anked If such training will have the ten-
duney to prolong life the singer replied: “I
do not hesitate to say a number of yeans can
b added to the average life by fully cultl-
vating the lungs. What = life but breath?

"Following my simple Instructlons, asthma
und its gruesome relatlons would be ban-
Ishefl, and 1 ean lllustrate with no better
t ple than myself, for after coming

" Finds Secret of Ideal Voice in Lung Tramning

Dean of Barytones Urges His Specific in Interest of Public Health as
Well as Development of Pleasing Tones in Singing and Speaking

through an attack of the 'Au’ last winter so
severe It would have carrled off an ordinary
individunl, you can see there are no |l
traces left, and I oan, with the same enso as
evoar, cover my voenl exercises of sixtesn
bara of muxie with one breath, Try IL" he
added, "for yoursell"

Then Tagliapietra Inquired vigoroualy:
“Iiave you stopped to consider that breath-
Irg means continuous Iabor, that we munt
work every second to keep allve, pumping
the alr In and out like the bellows of an
organ?

“But the work is terribly neglected, and
osking myself where lles the cause of this
neglect 1 conclude It Is with the Govern-
ment, which Imposes a tax on everything
else, but having omitted lungs, the public
regards them as a cheap article and passes
them over.”

Reminded he was more In the public ming
un A slnger than a tralper of lungs, Taglla-
plotra Inquired; "Well, what Is the firet
requisite of a singer but lungs?™

Train the Lungs for Speaking and Singing

“Every one born should train thelr lungs
from theSyoungest to the oldest, and, un-
Hke most things that are good for one, It ls
& pleasant occupation, consisting of certaln
vooal exercises, preferably with plano ae-
companiment, and resulting In many ad-
vantages, It perfects the musical ear, ex-
pands the chest tremendounsly and makes the
speaking voloe sweet, resonant, flaxible and
correct.”

And the singing voice?

“There {8 a close connection, but there are
many persons who desire to take singing
lessons, without knowing If théy have a
volee to sing with, and by training the
g8 you ean soon distinguish for your-
self If you are developing the gift.

“There 1s much charlataniasm among vocal
teachers who bring the fine profession into
il repute. There are many who do not know
tho A B C of the human volce, but impross
the ignorant amateurs by teaching them a
few slmple songs, parrot-like, which will be
the limit of thelr vocal career.

“Tha best teacher I8 he or she who, hav-
ing acgulred experience and success on the
stago before that great master, the public,
knows how to locats the tones of the voloe
and to illustrate how to produoe those tomes
in the perfect, sure and dependable way."

In regard to a method to be adopted, the
old singer said: ;

"There is no method in singing. Do the
birds have a method? Tet even s Tetrassini
can scarce gompets with a Mttle yellow ca-
nary in full trll

“There are some professors, whe, finding
it required by thelr public, advertise a par-
ticular method, Randegger, who taught half
London to sing, would order the pupll to re-

cline on a sofa, and on examining the throat
would gravely touch the bell, whereupon a
servant entered with a golden spoon, with
which he would presa down the tongue, say-
ing, ‘Bing “Ah."" If thoy succeeded he would
obmerve, ‘Very good indeed, 1 am sure you
will make & great career,! No one exactly
defined it, but this wan spoken of as ‘the
Randegwer mothod.'
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“Fanclulll, late of the, Marine Band, after
formally recelving hils puplle, went tHrough
a process of punching, squeexing angd pound-
ing them, which, he oexplained, made the
elreulnation lively and Imparted warmth to
the vaice!

YLampertl would Inpert wooden sticks In
each slde of the pupil's mouth and so on, up
to the present ora. when those who have

naver glven winging lessons in thelr own
countries, arrive here with all sorta of
camouflage Idoas for which they charge
tén to twenty dollars a lesson to expound.

“Sonding their children abroad to study
nowadEys Is largely a fad,” sald Tagliaple-
tra, “and frequently a dangerous fad when
girls and boys are unaccompanied by thelr
parents dr guardians,'

"The artistlc atmosphere, It s true, |8
ol limited In America, though developing,
bat If you give me & pupll with the mak-
Ings of good lungs and volee, one willing
to dovole hersell to study, I guarantge to
bring out as fine an artist ainger on this
#ide the Atlantic us can come from the
othaer."

‘Do you belleve in children and persons
In goneral cultlvating thelr speaking voloes
Irrespective of singing?"

“By oll means. First and foremost for
tho development of thelr lungs and conse-
auent health and in order to correct certain
disagreeable tones more or less accredited
1o Amerjcans of the nasal order.”

“It 1 may be pardoned, the speaking
voloe of the general American is lacking in
some of the important and pleasing quall-
tles—Important because the perfect spealk-
Irg voice Indloatea the lungs are developed
and pleasing because it Is rounded and mu-
gleal In place of thin In quality, unmusical
and nasal, also monotonous. You would
not care to hear a person sing on one note,
Yo many persons talk on one note untll the
lirtener, bacomes oppressed by the monot-

ony.
Where Werk Wins,

“The working class, In a measure, meot
requirements by thelr work, but the million-
alres overlonded with the comforts of e
and lapped in luxury, are apt to omit avery-
thing that savors of effort under the firm
conviction that all things are within thelr
purchasing control. But the sconer they
tenliza that they cannot buy a whift of
breath—must, In fact, manufacture It tliem-
enlves, must work for It—the longer will
they be spared the result of a too late re-
pentance.”

Signor Tagllapietra in his desire to In-
fluence all who mould the vouth of this
natlon talks to all on his favorits mubject.
He sald: "I talkked not long ago during a
musical morning at which I sang at the
ITotel Majestio with Admiral Bradley A.
Plske In connectlon with Annapolls, Ad-
miral Flske axpressed himself as deeply In-
turested in the deviopment of the lungs ns
I explalned to him, and through him I hope
to bring the subject bafore the midshipmen:
Incidentally Admiral Mske made & souvenir
remark which I most highly prizs te ths
effoct that prima donnas and tenors easily
vustained thelr reputation with the publie,
but 1 happened to be the only barytons ho
recalled who has done so.

“I have only to impress upen yeu, for the
eake of humanity, you cannot be too em-
phatic In urging tha public to train thelir
wungs, and by so doing they will live longer
and happler, and, with due respect to the
medical profession, ashorten the dootor's

® ll. Truin the lunga®
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nas proved Anancially attesctive, the proflis
Gf the Houth African farms being reported
ax high as A0 per cent. on the invested cap
itnl, while the value of & single bled of the
nigher grade for bresding purposes has v
W high s §1,000,

The male ostrich s larger than the fi
minls and often moasures weven feol In
hoight, with a welght of upward ol
pounds,  The bird's plomage s strikingls
loose, flulfy and deep bimek In tolor, only
the “plumoes™ (quill fenthers) of the wings
nnd tall being white, The male nssumes 1ty
mature plumage at the age of throe Veurs

When the bird Is six or seven months ol
It undergoes ity first plucking, Thereafier a
mtervals of wix months now oropf of plumes
may bo githered, and the ostrich ordinaril
lives to mee the ripe old age of eighty

How the Birde Are Plucked,

The plucking s done by pulting il
ostrich Into a V shapped corral Just lurge
enough to admit it body. One of the char
acteristios of the ostrich, with which almost
evary poarson Is acquainted, s that of hury-
Iug his head In the sand when frightened
The bird fesls that while he cannot see no
onea In turn can ses him and that therefore
he g free from danger,

Bocause of this pecullar tralt the process
of plucking is made & great deal eanier, A
hiod Is placed over the head, whereupon
the Dbird becomes extremely doclle, The
plucking causes the bird no pain. The '
plumes are not pulled out, but are cut. The
dend stumpa are removed after m few duya
Bach pleking of a bied will yleld (rom
twenty to forty feathers of high grade,

A palr of ostriches will prodee from ten
0 twonty chicks a year, At the age of six
months the young ostrich Is generally val
ued at about 100, At the age of one year
his value has Incrensed to §150, and when
ihe bird I8 two years old the value has gohe
up to $200, At three years the value ranges
from 3360 to 3600, while at four a good
wird for breeding purposes {s often worth
trom §700 to #1000,

A pecullar fact regarding the ostrich ia
that In its natural state both the male and
the femnle take tpens In Incubating the
ogxw, A hollow In the earth Is scooped out,
wheraupon a wegular system of guarding
the egg goes Into effeat. The male will
generally take the nest at about 6 o'clock
in the afternoon and remaln on Auty untl
about » p'clock the next morning, when he
will be rellavad by the female, The egg I8
about #six Inches long and welghs about
threa pounds, a new hatched ostrich being
almost an large as & hen,

Running an ostrich farm invelves no
great diMcultion. Cattle or shoep usually are
raised In cenjunction with the birde. A wire
fenoce five feat high suMoes to kesp the hirds
in chetk, as thay are not able to jump. What
they lack In this respect, however, they
make up in speed, and some of them can
raoe over the ground at the rate of sixty
miles an hour. In fact, for a limited dis-
tance, the owtrich can outspeed the fieel-
est of horees, The number of employees on
& farm seldom exceeds thirty.

Africa still retains the lead In the ostrich
induatry. The value of the feathers ox-
ported from British South Africa alone runs
an high as $12,000000 n year, and from
Afriea as a whole between $16,000,000 and
$20,000,000 a year. Formerly a large share
of the African product was sent from the
volonlas to the mother countries for re-
distribution, but at the present time most
of our ostrich feathers imported ure coming
direct from British South Africa.

The application of modern methods has
done much to Increass production, No longer
are the parent birds permitted to waste thelr
time hatehing the sggs or caring for the
chicks, for the eggy nre passed 1: [ast ar
produced to big artificlal incubatobs, and as
a consaguence the number of eggs produced
by & given number of birds has doubled,

The choleest white plumes of the ostrich
are the thpa of the wings of the male bird.
those of the tall are of slightly lower grade,
while the more modest gray fenthers of the
female are marketad, but at a lower price
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Natural Thermometer

T was a wonderful sapphire, so it s
suid, that led the celebrated Dr. Sorby
to the discovery of the nature of the

liquid sometimes found enclosed in the cavl-
tiea of crystals.

The gem In question containod a tube
shaped cavity, a quarter of an inch long
and an elghteenth of an Inch In diameter,
which was se regular In its bore that Ii
gerved, by means of the lquid partially
filling it, for a thermomater. The contained
Hquikd half filed the bore at 50 degrees Fahr
and completed filled It at 80 degrees. A
study of the rate of expansion of the liquld
Ind to the copelusion that it must be car-
bonio ackd




